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ADDENDUM 

1. Project Title 

Venice High School Comprehensive Modernization Project 

2. California Environmental Quality Act Lead Agency Name and Address 

Los Angeles Unified School District 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety 
333 South Beaudry Avenue, 21st Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number 

Eimon Smith, CEQA Project Manager 
213-241-3417 
 

4. Purpose of Addendum 
 

This addendum to the Venice High School Comprehensive Modernization Project 
(Project) Negative Declaration (ND) analyzes potential environmental impacts 
that would result from changes to the Project description since adoption of the 
ND by the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Board of Education on 
May 9, 2017 (Board of Education Report No. 506 -16/17).  

 
Criteria for Preparation of an Addendum to the Previous ND 
 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Sections 15162 and 
15164, provide that an addendum to a previously certified ND can be prepared 
for a project if the criteria and conditions summarized below are satisfied:  
 
• No Substantial Project Changes: There are no substantial changes proposed in 
the project which will require major revisions of the previous ND due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in 
the severity of previously identified significant effects.  
• No Substantial Changes in Circumstances: Substantial changes have not 
occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken 
which will require major revisions of the previous ND due to the involvement of 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects.  
• No Substantial New Information: There is no new information of substantial 
importance which was not known or could not have been known at the time of 
the previous ND that shows any of the following:  
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(a) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 
the previous ND;  
(b) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more 
severe than shown in the previous ND;  
(c) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 
would, in fact, be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternatives; or  
(d) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different 
from those analyzed in the previous ND would substantially reduce one or 
more significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents 
decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

The Project as revised, and as described in this addendum, does not create any 
of the conditions described in Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines that call for 
the preparation of a subsequent ND. No new significant impacts would occur, 
and no previously examined significant effects would be substantially more 
severe than shown in the ND. Thus, an addendum to the adopted ND is the 
appropriate environmental documentation to analyze the potential environmental 
impacts that would result from the refinement to the Project description.  

5. Project Location 

There are two Project locations for this project- the Venice High School (Venice 
HS) campus and the Mark Twain Middle School (Mark Twain MS) campus. 
Limited Project-related activities (as described in this Addendum) will occur on a 
portion of the nearby Mark Twain MS. The Mark Twain MS site will be used as 
the interim tennis court location for Venice HS while construction activities are 
occurring. This addendum will evaluate minor changes to the Project at both 
locations. 

Venice HS is approximately 29-acres, located at 13000 Venice Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, 90066, within the County of Los Angeles. The Venice HS Project site 
comprises almost the entire school campus, of which this addendum is only 
concerned with a portion of the existing Student Garden that is adjacent to the 
Building “A” Classrooms. Venice HS is located within the Venice Community Plan 
area, one of the 35 community planning areas that makes up the Land Use 
Element for the City of Los Angeles General Plan. The school campus is 
approximately 2.1 miles south of State Route 10, 1.7 miles west of State Route 
405, 1 mile north of State Route 90, and 1.9 miles east of the Pacific Ocean.  

The Mark Twain MS is approximately 21-acres, located at 2224 Walgrove 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90066, within the County of Los Angeles. The 
Mark Twain MS Project site is a portion of the playground area on the Mark 
Twain campus, which is situated within the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey Community 
Plan Area. The Mark Twain MS is approximately 0.2 miles northwest of State 
Route 187, 0.6 miles northeast of State Route 1, 1.1 miles north of State Route 
90, 1.6 miles southwest of Interstate 405, and 1.8 miles south of interstate 10.  
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6. General Plan Designation 

Public Facilities 

7. Project Introduction 

The ND for the Venice HS Comprehensive Modernization Project was adopted 
by the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) on 
May 9, 2017. Since adoption of the Project ND, it has been determined that 
certain recreational facilities on the Venice HS campus will be displaced by the 
construction activities for a period of approximately four years. This includes the 
tennis courts, which will be permanently relocated and reconstructed on the 
south west portion of the Venice HS campus upon completion of the Project.  In 
addition, it has been determined the two (2) additional trees will need to be 
removed as part of the Project and one (1) tree will need to be relocated and 
transplanted on the Project site.   

This addendum to the Venice High School Comprehensive Modernization Project 
ND has been prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, 
to determine whether the Project would result in a new significant effect on the 
environment that was not previously identified in the 2017 ND. The LAUSD 
Board of Education is the lead agency for the Venice HS Comprehensive 
Modernization Project. 

8. Project Overview  

The Project analyzed in the 2017 ND contemplated implementation of the Venice 
HS Comprehensive Modernization Project, including the demolition and/or 
relocation of some of the existing structures on the Project site. Major 
components of the Project entail the 1) demolition of up to approximately 122,600 
square feet of existing structures and portables, 2) construction of up to 
approximately 101,882 square feet of new buildings and structures, 3) upgrades 
to facilities throughout the campus, 4) improvements to comply with federal, state 
and local facilities requirements, and 5) interim facilities (on and off-site), as 
necessary and subject to all relevant codes and regulations, including CEQA, to 
mitigate the impact of the possible displacement of any facilities and associated 
functions on the Project site during construction. 

The Project includes the demolition of the Competitive Gymnasium Building, 
Practice Gymnasium Building, Shop Buildings, Utility Building, and approximately 
14 classrooms located in portable buildings. New facilities will be constructed 
including 30 classrooms and support spaces, a Gymnasium, new bleachers (and 
resurfacing of the grass field and track in the football stadium), and new 
bleachers and a backstop for the baseball field. Various site-wide upgrades to 
remove identified and prioritized barriers to program accessibility per the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA; 42 U.S. Code Chapter 126), and to 
address aging and outdated sanitary sewer, water, electrical utilities and storm 
water facilities will also be undertaken.     
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9. Refinement of the Project Scope 

The scope of the refined Project, which evolved after the adoption of the 2017 
ND, includes creating interim recreational facilities to support Venice HS by 
converting six (6) existing paddle ball courts at Mark Twain MS to four (4) tennis 
courts and restriping to create one (1) accessible parking space. The Project will 
also require the removal of two (2) additional trees, one (1) California Sycamore 
and one (1) Silk Floss tree, and the transplant of one (1) additional Live Oak tree. 
The two (2) trees to be removed are located adjacent to the future Classroom 
Building “A”. Two (2) of the trees, the California Sycamore and the Live Oak 
Tree, are considered Protected Trees1. All trees removed from the Project site 
will follow the guidelines outlined in the LAUSD OEHS Tree Trimming and 
Removal Procedure, which became effective on September 16, 2018.2 The tree 
to be relocated and transplanted due to major utilities’ work in the area is on the 
north side of the Learning Garden. During the course of construction, the interim 
tennis courts would be utilized both by the Venice HS tennis programs and by 
Mark Twain MS students to support Physical Education (PE). Anticipated work at 
Mark Twain MS includes restriping; installation of poles; fencing and netting; 
replacement of existing paving; and minor ground disturbance of the existing 
paddle ball courts to create the interim tennis courts. Path of travel accessibility 
upgrades may also be made to existing nearby restrooms and the drinking 
fountain. At the conclusion of construction at the Project site, the Venice HS 
tennis programs will return to the Venice HS campus. The construction of the 
tennis courts at Mark Twain MS and the removal and transplanting of the 
additional trees at Venice HS is consistent with the analyses and findings within 
the adopted 2017 ND. The ND for the Project previously included an assessment 
for the removal of 66 trees from campus and found that the removal would not 
result in a significant impact. The removal of two additional will not change the 
determination provided in the adopted ND. The adopted 2017 ND includes the 
statement that “if necessary, neighboring LAUSD schools (such as Mark Twain 
MS or Westchester HS) may be used for some athletic activities… if the athletic 
facilities at Venice HS are unavailable.”3  

                                            
1 The Protected Tree status for the Live Oak Tree was added based on feedback received from a community 
member. 
2 LAUSD OEHS Tree Trimming and Protection Procedure. Report. 2018. Accessed December 6, 2018. 
https://achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000043/Centricity/Domain/135/LAUSD_Tree_Protection_Procedure.pdf. 
3 Venice High School Comprehensive Modernization Project. Report. April 2018. Accessed August 2018. 
https://achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000043/Centricity/domain/135/ceqa/01_Initial_Study-Negative_Declaration.pdf. 
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The refined Project will be implemented per all applicable local and State 
regulations, as well as all District Standards and Specifications; such as those 
provided in LAUSD’s Program Environmental Impact Report for the School 
Upgrade Program.  The refined Project would not cause an increase in student 
capacity or enrollment and would have a negligible impact on the intensity of use 
of school facilities. The beneficiaries of the refined Project include students and 
staff at each of the respective schools and, subject to availability, the community 
at large, who may request access to the facilities and grounds of the campuses 
pursuant to the Civic Center Act (CA Ed. Code Sections 38130 - 38139).   

AIR QUALITY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS  

Less-than-Significant Impact. As described in the 2017 Project ND, the Project: 

 Would not conflict with the Air Quality Attainment Plan (AQMP) that is regulated by 
the SCAQMD; 

 Would not generate emissions above SCAQMD daily significance thresholds during 
construction (with implementation of Rule 403) or operation of the project; 

 Would not generate cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant 
for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard; 

 Would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; 

 Would not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. 
Construction odors would be temporary in nature and are not expected to affect a 
substantial number of people, and operational odors would be less than significant 
with implementation of appropriate LAUSD maintenance and waste management 
practices; and 

 Would not expose sensitive receptors to increased level of pollutant concentration in 
proximity to freeways and major roadways.  

Additionally, as described in the 2017 ND, Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
generated by construction operation of the Project would be approximately 936 Metric 
Tons CO2e total from 2018 to 2020; however, the Project would incorporate energy 
efficiency features that would help to reduce Project-related GHG emissions. The 
Project’s GHG emissions would not exceed the SCAQMD’s significance threshold of 
3,000 tons per year of CO2e. Consequently, the Project alone would not cause 
significant GHG emissions, and its GHG emissions would be less than cumulatively 
considerable. 

Implementation of refined Project scope, including the physical conversion of six paddle 
ball courts at Mark Twain MS to four tennis courts, and the restriping of the existing 
parking lot to create one accessible parking space would result in negligible impacts 
related to air quality and GHG emissions. The Project will also install energy efficient 
appliances at Venice HS to help lower energy use and GHG emissions. All trees 
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removed from the Venice HS will be removed in accordance with the LAUSD OEHS 
Tree Trimming and Removal Procedure. Tree transplanting is not expected to impact air 
quality of GHG emissions. Along with the expected decline of school enrollment the 
refinement to the Project scope would not result in any new impacts related to air quality 
or GHGs. Therefore, changes to the Project since adoption of the ND would not result in 
any new significant environmental effects to air quality and GHGs that would require 
preparation of a supplemental ND. 

NOISE 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As described in the 2017 Project ND, the Project: 

 Would not expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards 
of other agencies;  

 Would not expose persons to or generate excessive ground-borne vibration or 
ground-borne noise levels;  

 Would not cause a substantial or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in 
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project;  

 Would not cause a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise 
level sin the project vicinity above levels existing without the project; and 

 Is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport. Would not expose people residing or working in the project 
area to excessive noise levels.  

LAUSD would require its construction contractors to implement LAUSD noise-related 
best management practices (BMPs) to mitigate construction noise to a less than 
significant level. This would include the following practices: 

 Ensure that all equipment is properly muffled. 

 Place noise sources away from residences as feasible.  

 Conduct construction activities in compliance with local noise ordinances. 

 Provide advanced notice of the start of construction to all noise-sensitive receptors, 
businesses, and residences adjacent to the   Project site.   

 Designate a contact person and provide facilitation in the event that noise levels 
become disruptive to local residents.   

 Locate all portable equipment and storing and maintain other equipment as far as 
possible from adjacent residents and noise-sensitive receptors.  

Lastly, the 2017 ND determined that both construction and operation of the Project 
would not involve any activities with the potential to cause substantial temporary or 
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periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the Project vicinity above existing noise 
levels without the Project (with the implementation of standard conditions). 

Refinements to the Project, including the conversion of six paddle ball courts to four 
interim tennis courts at Mark Twain MS, parking lot restriping to create one accessible 
parking spot at Mark Twain MS, and two additional tree removals and one additional 
tree transplant at Venice HS, would not result in additional impacts related to noise. The 
revised Project would not make changes to the noise volumes that were previously 
studied in the adopted ND. Thus, the refined work scope would not result in any new 
noise related impacts, and would not result in a substantial increase in the severity of 
the environmental impacts evaluated in the ND. Therefore, the refined Project scope 
since adoption of the ND would not result in any new significant environmental effects 
related to noise that would require preparation of a supplemental ND. 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As described in the 2017 Project ND, the Project: 

 Would not substantially increase vehicular and/or pedestrian safety hazards due 
to a design feature or incompatible use; 

 Would not create unsafe routes to schools for students walking from local 
neighborhoods; and  

 Would be located on an existing campus and would not become closer to a major 
arterial roadway or freeway that may pose a safety hazard.  

The implementation of the interim tennis courts will create negligible pedestrian traffic 
impacts as existing recreational facilities at Mark Twain MS are already in use by the 
communities. The two additional tree removals and one additional tree transplant at 
Venice HS also would not increase enrollment or pedestrian traffic around either site. As 
a result, the refined Project scope would not result in any new impacts related to 
pedestrian safety, and would not result in an increase in the severity of the 
environmental impacts evaluated in the ND. Therefore, the implementation of the 
interim tennis courts since adoption of the ND would not result in any new significant 
environmental effects related to pedestrian safety that would require preparation of a 
supplemental ND. 

RECREATION 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As described in the 2017 Project ND, the Project:  

 Would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated; 
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 Does not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment.  

The 2017 ND found that the Project will not increase student enrollment or create additional 
traffic to and around the Project sites. Furthermore, a decline in enrollment numbers at 
Venice HS is expected, which will decrease the use of local recreational facilities. Since the 
Project is not growth-inducing, and would not increase the population within the community, 
an increased use of existing parks or recreational facilities is not expected.  

The Project would also provide onsite recreational and athletic facilities on LAUSD 
properties to accommodate the entire student population and the associated 
recreational activities of the school. This includes new sports fields for baseball, softball, 
soccer, basketball courts. Therefore, existing recreational facilities and parks located in 
the vicinity of the Project would not be overburdened and would not experience an 
increase in use that would accelerate deterioration or necessitate construction of 
additional recreational facilities offsite. 

Implementation of the interim tennis courts at Mark Twain MS, will provide temporary 
recreational facilities for the local students and the community. These refinements to the 
Project scope would not result in additional enrollment on the operational Project site, 
nor would the changes induce population growth offsite. As such, the changes to the 
Project would not result in any new impacts to recreational facilities, and would not 
result in a substantial increase in the severity of the environmental impacts evaluated in 
the ND. Therefore, refinement to the Project since adoption of the ND would not result 
in any new significant environmental effects to recreation that would require preparation 
of a supplemental ND. 

TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As described in the 2017 Project ND, the Project: 

 Would not conflict with applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measures of 
effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system; 

 Would not conflict with an applicable congestion management program or exceed a 
level of service standard established by the County Congestion Management 
Agency for designated roads or highways; 

 Would not result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in 
traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks. Venice HS 
and Mark Twain MS were constructed before January 1st, 1966, before the 
application of Education Code Section 17215. Additionally, the Project sites are not 
located in the airport influence area for the Santa Monica Municipal Airport which is 
scheduled to close in 2028; 

 Would not substantially increase hazards due to a design feature or incompatible 
use; 
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 Would not result in inadequate emergency access; 

 Would not conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, 
bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of 
such facilities. 

The Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program (CMP) requires evaluation 
of all CMP arterial monitoring intersections where the Project adds 50 or more new peak 
hour trips. The Project would not add 50 or more new peak hour trips, therefore, would 
not require an evaluation of all CMP arterial monitoring intersections.  

Implementation of the interim tennis courts, and one accessible parking spot at Mark 
Twain MS, and tree removals, and tree transplant at Venice HS would not result in 
impacts to transportation and traffic. The Project would not increase enrollment at 
Venice HS or Mark Twain MS and would not increase local population. Therefore, the 
Project is not expected to result in a significant number of additional vehicle trips. The 
revised Project would not make changes to the location of the parking facilities, reduce 
the number of parking spaces, or result in changes to alternative transportation 
opportunities. As such, the changes to the   Project would not result in any new traffic or 
transportation related impacts, and would not result in a substantial increase in the 
severity of the environmental impacts evaluated in the ND. Therefore, changes to the 
Project since adoption of the ND would not result in any new significant environmental 
effects to traffic or transportation that would require preparation of a supplemental ND. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

This section discusses the public outreach efforts that have been made regarding the 
implementation of the interim tennis courts at Mark Twain MS. Up to the publishing of 
this addendum, two rounds of construction notices, in both Spanish and English, have 
been distributed in the local neighborhoods, and one community meeting notice, in both 
Spanish and English, has been distributed. A community meeting was held by LAUSD 
on July 31, 2018. Please see the details for the public outreach efforts below.  
 
Tuesday, 7/17/18 
Tennis Courts Project Construction Notice (Appendix A, Figure 1 and Figure 2)  
1,500 fliers distributed in the vicinity of Mark Twain Middle School 
 
Thursday, 7/26/18 
Tennis Courts Project Meeting Flier (Appendix B, Figure 5 and Figure 6) 
Neighbors & Community Meeting at Mark Twain Middle School  
1,500 fliers distributed in the vicinity of Mark Twain Middle School 
 
Tuesday, 7/31/18 at 6 p.m.  
Tennis Courts Project Meeting  
Neighbors & Community Meeting at Mark Twain Middle School Auditorium  
16 attendees (accounting for 4 LAUSD/Project staff which signed-in) 
 



 

Venice High School Comprehensive Modernization Project Addendum No. 1 Page 11 

 

 Summary of the Community Meeting:  
LAUSD staff distributed notice flyers regarding the Community Meeting on 
Thursday, 7/26/18 and a Community Meeting was hosted on Tuesday, 7/31/18. 
16 Attendees including 4 LAUSD staffs were at the Meeting. Details on the 
inclusion of interim tennis courts at Mark Twain as part of the Venice HS 
Comprehensive Modernization Project were presented during the Community 
Meeting. Attendee questions were collected and recorded.  

 
Thursday, 8/16/18 
Tennis Courts Project Construction Notice (Appendix A, Figure 3 and Figure 4) 
1,500 fliers distributed in the vicinity of Mark Twain Middle School 
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APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX A Construction Public Notices 
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Figure 1 - July 16 Construction Notice, English 
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Figure 2 - July 16 Construction Notice, Spanish 
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Figure 3 - August 16 Construction Notice, English 
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Figure 4 - August 16 Construction Notice, Spanish 
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APPENDIX B Community Meeting Materials 
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Figure 5 - July 31 Community Meeting Notice, English 
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Figure 6 - July 31 Community Meeting Notice, Spanish 
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Figure 7 - Community Meeting Sign-In Sheet 1 
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Figure 8 - Community Meeting Sign-In Sheet 2 
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Figure 9 - Community Meeting Sign-In Sheet 3 
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Figure 10 - Community Meeting Sign-In Sheet 4 


